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Gathering 
 
Preludes 

Invocation 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the source of all mercy 
and the God of all consolaƟon. He comforts us in all our sorrows so that we can 
comfort others in their sorrows with the consolaƟon we ourselves have received from God.  
Thanks be to God. 
          (Charles’ drawing of the St. Luke Cross 

(Prayer after a death and cremation has taken place) 
 
Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the  earth.  
We remember that we are dust and will all return to the dust, “ashes to ashes, dust to dust.” Grant 
that these ashes, the remains of the body of Charles Clark, may be to us a sign of our human mortality 
and brokenness.  So help us take joy in the promises of Jesus your Son that you will raise us up on 
eagles’ wings and give us new bodies and new spirits in the ResurrecƟon of the Just in the last days. 
May we remember today that it is only by your gracious giŌ that we are given everlasƟng life; we ask 
these prayers  through Jesus Christ your Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
Psalm 121 read in Dialogue 
 
I lift up my eyes to the hills— 
    from where will my help come? 
2 My help comes from the Lord, 
    who made heaven and earth. 
3 The Lord  will not let your foot be moved; 
    God who keeps you will not slumber. 
4 The Lord who keeps Israel 
    will neither slumber nor sleep. 
5 The Lord is your keeper; 
    the Lord is your shade at your right hand. 
6 The sun shall not strike you by day 
    nor the moon by night. 
7 The Lord will keep you from all evil; 
    The Lord will keep your life. 

8 The Lord will keep 
    your going out and your coming in 
    from this time on and forevermore. 
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Hymn  ELW 623 Rock of Ages 

 

 
A Time of Remembering 

The Obituary is Read 
Commentary/ Remembrances/ Stories 
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Hymn  ELW 773 Precious Lord, Take My Hand 
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Prayers for a day of Remembering and Memorial  

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Let us pray. 
O God of grace and glory, we remember before you today our brother Charles William Clark. We thank 
you for giving him to his family,, to Sandy and her families, and to us to know and to love as a 
companion in our pilgrimage on earth. In your boundless compassion, console us in our mourning and 
sadness. Give us your aid, so we may see here in Charles’ death the promises of the gate unto eternal 
life, that we may conƟnue our course on earth in confidence unƟl, by your call, we are reunited with 
all those who have gone before us; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
O God, your days are without end and your mercies cannot be counted. Make us aware of the 
shortness and uncertainty, the unexpectedness of the illnesses of body, mind and spirit. The loss of 
memory, and of the mortality of human life, and let your Holy Spirit lead us in holiness and 
righteousness all the days of our life, so that, when we shall have served you in our generaƟon, we 
may be gathered to our ancestors, having the tesƟmony of a good conscience, in the community of 
your Church, in the confidence of a certain faith, in the comfort of a holy hope, in favor with you, our 
God, and in peace with all humanity; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Liturgy of the Word 
 
Old Testament Reading Deuteronomy 31:6–9 
6 The Lord God said to Moses: Be strong and bold, Moses; have no fear or dread of your enemies, 
because it is I, the Lord your God, who goes with you; The LORD will not fail you or forsake you.” So 
7 then Moses summoned Joshua and said to him in the sight of all Israel, “You, Joshua, be strong and 
bold, for you are the one (not I) who will go with this people into the land that the Lord has sworn to 
their ancestors to give them, and you will put them in possession of it.  (I will not reach the Holy Land. 
I will die.  And my bones will be carried into the land across the Jordan) 8 It is the Lord who now goes 
before you. The Lord God will be with you; God will not fail you or forsake you. So, do not fear or be 
dismayed.” 
 
The Word of the Lord:  Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 23 A Psalm of David 

The Lord the Shepherd of His People 

23 The Lord is my shepherd; 
  I shall not want. 
  2 He makes me to lie down in green pastures; 
  He leads me beside the still waters. 
  3 He restores my soul; 
  He leads me in the paths of righteousness 
  For His name’s sake. 
  4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
  I will fear no evil; 
  For You are with me; 
  Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. 
  5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
  You anoint my head with oil; 
  My cup runs over. 
  6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
  All the days of my life; 
  And I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 
 
Epistle Reading Revelation 21:1-7 

The New Heaven and the New Earth 

21 Then I, John, saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down 
out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from 
the throne saying, 

“See, the home of God is among mortals. 
God will dwell with them; 
they will be God’s peoples, 
and God will be with them and be their God;  
4 God will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
Death will be no more; 
mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 
for the first things have passed away.” 
5 And the One who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also he said, 
“Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6 Then he said to me, “It is done! I am 
the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the Ending. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from 
the Springs of the Water of eternal life.  
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Gospel 

Alleluia. Jesus Christ is the firstborn of the dead;  
to him be glory and power forever and ever. Amen. Alleluia. 

Gospel Reading John 14:1-6 
Jesus the Way to the Father 

14 (Jesus counseled his disciples in the Upper Room of Passover before his death.) Jesus said to them, 
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe[a] in God; believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s house 
(mansion) there are many dwelling places (rooms). If it were not so, would I have told you that I go 
now to prepare a place for you?[b] 3 But if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will 
take you to be with myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4 And you know the way to the 
place where I am going.”[c] 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How 
can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “Thomas, I am the Way and the Truth and the Life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me.” 

 

 
Message The Rev. Dr. Brad Brauer, Interim Pastor 

(A Message of hope based on John 11, the death of Lazarus . . . “Jesus wept.”) 
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Hymn  ELW 439 Soon and Very Soon 
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Creed (the baptismal/ Apostles’ creed) 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under PonƟus Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrecƟon of the body, 
and the life everlasƟng. Amen. 
 

Prayers 

Let us pray. 
Almighty God, you have knit your chosen people together in one holy community, in the mysƟcal body 
of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Give to your whole Church in heaven and on earth your light and 
your peace. 
Hear us, Lord. 

Grant that all who have been bapƟzed into Christ’s death and resurrecƟon may die daily to sin and rise 
each day into newness of life and that through the grave and gate of death we may pass with Jesus to 
our joyful resurrecƟon. 
Hear us, Lord. 

Grant to us who are sƟll in our pilgrimage, and who walk as yet by faith, that your Holy Spirit may lead 
us in holiness and right living all our days. 
Hear us, Lord. 

Grant to your faithful people pardon, forgiveness of sins, and peace, that we may be cleansed from all 
our sins and serve you with a quiet mind. 
Hear us, Lord. 
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Grant to  [Charles’ surviving family and loved ones ]  and all who mourn a sure confidence in your 
loving care, that, casƟng all their sorrow on you, they may know the consolaƟon of your love. 
Hear us, Lord. 
Give courage and faith to those who are bereaved, that they may have strength to meet the days 
ahead in the comfort of a holy and certain hope, and in the joyful expectaƟon of eternal life with 
those they love. 
Hear us, Lord. 

Help us, we pray, in the midst of things we cannot understand, to believe and trust in the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, and the resurrecƟon to life everlasƟng. 
Hear us, Lord. 

Grant us grace to entrust the soul and mortal remain of Charles William Clark to your never-failing 
love which sustained him in this life. You were his Rock of Ages and Mighty Fortress. Receive him into 
the arms of your mercy, and remember him according to the favor you bear for your people. 
Hear us, Lord. 
 
Collect Prayer 

God of all grace, you sent your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to bring life and immortality to light. We 
give you thanks because by his death Jesus destroyed the power of death and by his resurrecƟon has 
opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. Make us certain that because he lives we shall live 
also, and that neither death nor life, nor things present nor things to come shall be able to separate us 
from your love which is in Christ Jesus our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer (traditional form) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptaƟon, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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COMMENDATION 

The ministers take their places at the urn. 

Into your hands, O merciful Savior and Good Shepherd, we commend your servant Charles William 
Clark. Acknowledge, we humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your own flock, a 
sinner of your own redeeming. Receive him/her into the arms of your mercy, into the blessed rest of 
everlasƟng peace, and into the glorious company of the saints in light. 
Amen. 
 
Benediction 
 
The Blessing of God almighty, the Father-Creator who fashioned and made us, the Eternal Son of God, 
Jesus our Lord and Savior, and the Indwelling Wind and Breath of the Holy Spirit the Comforter be 
upon you this day and always. May this God of Peace make you perfect in every good work to do God’s 
holy will and may God work in you that which is well pleasing in God’s sight, to whom be glory and 
praise, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Let us go forth in peace. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
The procession of family members forms and leaves the church, the minister preceding the urn. 
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Hymn  ELW 787  (Verses sung by a Cantor; Refrain: Congregation) On Eagles’ Wings 

 
 

ConƟnued next page  
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Postlude  
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Pastor:  The Rev. Dr. Brad Brauer, Interim Pastor 

Organist:  John Garlisch 
Sound: William Tierney 

Video Engineer: Pamela Franco 
Sacristy (Altar Care): Karen Carlson 

Ushers: David & Diane Follstaedt 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RecepƟon: Diane Quarles 
 
 
 
 

Scripture quotaƟons are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, NRSVUE copyright © 1989 NaƟonal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. 

All rights reserved worldwide. 
 

All hymns and service music are reprinted and streamed by permission. OneLicense.net #A-706048; 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26484; CCLI #11505397; St James Music Press 14974. 
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