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“How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is giv’n. . . “ 

—Carol, “O Little Town of Bethlehem,” by Phillips Brooks, 1835-1893 
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Merry Christmas! Welcome to this festival 8:00 P.M. St. Luke 
worship service on Christmas Eve 2025 – a holy night, we  
remember Christ. We celebrate Jesus’ birth with readings, carols, 
hymns, and a Holy Communion Meal! May God lighten your world 
and brighten your hearts with peace and joy during this 12-day 
season of Christmas which runs through January 6, the Epiphany of 
our Lord. Join us at Christ’s Table! If you are visiting or looking for a 
church home, we invite you to sign the Guest Book, complete a 

goldenrod Connections sheet and/or send us an email [stluke@thuntek.net], share your contact 
information,  and give us the opportunity to welcome you, get to know you, and answer your 
questions.  If you need assistance of any kind, please speak with an usher or greeter. This is Christ’s 
church. There is a place for you here.  Please ask how you can share your prayer concerns with us. 
 
We will be celebrating Holy Communion this evening. This is Christ’s Holy Table. All are welcome to 
receive the Sacrament. Friends and strangers, all are welcome at the banquet of the Savior. At St. 
Luke all who desire to receive the real Presence of Jesus Christ through this Holy Sacrament are most 
welcome regardless of age or faith or denomination. Christ gave, and gives himself for all. Receive the 
bread/host into your open, flat palm. Eat it. Then go left or right to receive from the server the 
wine/juice in a cup prepared for you. Holy Communion this evening will be followed by a candlelight 
service, “Silent Night.”  All are welcome to receive the gifts of God. If you desire only a blessing, 
please do come and stand before the minister with bread, with crossed arms, to receive a blessing in 
prayer and the sign of the Cross.  
 
Jesus Christ, the Messiah from Bethlehem, is the light of the world. The light no darkness can 
overcome. He is that Light that shines in the darkest places. The Grace of God has appeared. The 
Prince of Peace in a warring, violent, dark world.  Tonight, we celebrate all these themes, knowing our 
need for the Church’s gospel, truth, teaching, and divine Word.  Our Christmas Eve liturgies juxtapose 
the old names for the Messiah/ king, Ruler, lord and the name, Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. The 
old hopes are fulfilled. Bible Readings, often read at the enthronement of a king from Judah, are made 
to speak anew about Jesus our King. In faith in Him, all our burdens are carried, and our warring 
madness (garments rolled in blood) finds peace.  The Gospel tells of the rule of the emperor Augustus 
in Rome and the local rule of the tyrant king of Judea, Herod. But this Child has his birth among the 
poor and outcast, the hungry and needy, the weak and vulnerable. He is welcomed by outcast unclean 
shepherds and foreign Magi kings & searching Inquirers.  In contrast to the claims of Caesar Augustus, 
a far more profound Ruler from Bethlehem for all the world belongs to King Jesus of Nazareth. In the 
end, Jesus rules from his Cross to bring peace and joy in his death and resurrection victory, what Paul 
describes as a most powerful gospel word.  The story says that there was no room in the Inn or 
Guestroom of Joseph’s family. By the power of the Holy Spirit may we rightly welcome Jesus and be 
nourished by the Meal we keep in his name. Let us rightly labor for peace, justice, mercy, truth and 
love in his most holy Name. – Pr. Brad Brauer 
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Preludes Pastorale 
 Traditional 
 
 Christmas Selections by J. S. Bach 
 Der Tag der is so Freudenreich 
 Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring 
 In Dulci Jubilo 
 In dir is Freude 
 
 JoAnn Rice, organ 
 

 
Invocation and Call to Worship 
 
Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit: 
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Holy God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace, Wonderful Counselor, 
at the birth of time your Word brought light into the world, 
and throughout the ages, you proclaim newness of life. 
For your wondrous Word, we thank you, O God. 
We thank you, O God. 
  
In the fullness of time, your Word leapt from heaven into a Virgin’s Womb to became flesh, 
to shine in our world’s darkness, 
to speak to all peoples, 
and to welcome us as members of your divine family. 
For your loving Word, we adore you, O God. 
We adore you, O God. 
  
Grant us now the gift of your Holy Spirit, 
that held, nourished, and protected by your Word, 
we may live as your adopted children, 
carrying your goodness throughout a needy, dark world. 
For your powerful Word, we praise you, O God. 
We praise you, O God. 
  
All glory be to you, O Holy God, Creator, Savior/Word of God, and Life-giving Holy Spirit, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Processional Hymn ELW 283 O Come, All Ye Faithful 

 
 

Greeting & Prayer of the Day 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion and gifts of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. And also with you. 
 

All powerful and unseen God. You came to us in the Christmas Child, Jesus of Bethlehem. The news of 
his birth among us and his light have brightened our weary hearts with peace and joy. Call us out of 
every darkness and empower us to proclaim with loving words and caring deeds the good news of the 
birth of your Son, Jesus the Christ, our Lord, who lives and rules with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen.      
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A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 
 2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness - on them light has shined. 
  6For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; 
 (kingly) authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named 
  Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, 
  Everlasting, Father, Prince of Peace. 
 7His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace 
 for the throne of king David and his kingdom. 
  He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness 
  from this time onward and forevermore. 
 The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm-Praises (Psalm 96) 

Sing to the Lord a new song; 
    sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
2 Sing to the Lord; bless God’s name; 
    tell of our salvation from day to day. 
3 Declare God’s glory among the nations, 
    the  marvelous works of the Lord among all the peoples. 
 
Carol  ELW 294, verses 1 & 2 In the Bleak Midwinter  
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Epistle Reading: The Letter of Saint Paul to Titus 1:1-4 and 3:3-7 
1:1  From Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the sake of the faith of God's elect 
people and their knowledge of the truth that is in accordance with all godliness, 2in the hope of 
eternal life that God, who never lies, promised before the ages began — 3in due time God revealed 
the word through the proclamation with which I have been entrusted by the command of God our 
Savior, . . . 4To Titus, my loyal child in the faith we share: “Grace and peace from God the Father and 
Christ Jesus our Savior. 3For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various 
passions and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, despicable, hating one another. 4But 
when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 5he saved us, not because of any 
works of righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy, through the water of rebirth and 
renewal by the Holy Spirit. 6This Spirit God poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7so 
that, having been justified by grace, we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.” 
 

Christmas Gospel Acclamation  Tune: “Once in Royal David’s City” (IRBY) 

 

Christmas Gospel Reading (Year A) from Matthew . . .   Matthew 1:16- 2:6 
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ, according to St. Matthew, beginning with the first chapter: 
 Glory to you, O Lord! 

1 An account of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the son of Abraham. . . .(Verses 2-18 end 
with) . . . 16 and Jacob was the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, who bore Jesus, who is called the 
“Messiah.”  17 So all the generations from Abraham to king David are fourteen generations; and from king 
David to the exile to Babylon, fourteen generations; and from the deportation to Babylon to the coming of the 
Messiah, fourteen generations.  18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way . . . When 
his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be 
pregnant from the Holy Spirit. 19 Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose 
her to public disgrace, planned to divorce her quietly. 20 But just when he had resolved to do this, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, thou son of David, do not be afraid   
to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, 
and you are to name him “Jesus,” for ‘he will save his people from their sins.’ ” 22 All this took place to 
fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet (Isaiah): 23 “Look, the virgin shall 
become pregnant and give birth to a son,     and they shall name him Emmanuel,” --which means, 
“God is    with us.”  24 When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded 
him; he took Mary as his wife 25 but (did not live) with her until after she had given birth to a son, and 
Joseph named him, “Jesus.”  2:1  In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 
Judea, magi from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born king   



7 

of the Jews? For we observed his star in the east and have come to pay him homage.” 3 When King 
Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him, 4 and calling together all the chief 
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 They told 
him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been written by the prophet (Micah): 6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, 
in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah, for from you shall come a 
Ruler who is to shepherd my people.’ ”  

The Gospel of the Lord: Praise to you, O Christ 
 
Carol  ELW 270 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
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Message  The Rev. Dr. Brad Brauer, Interim Pastor 
“God’s holy kiss of love” 

 

Hymn ELW 279       “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 
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Prayers of the People   
Each bid or prayer ends with:   
Let us pray to the Lord: Lord, hear our Prayer 
 

Lord’s Prayer (traditional form) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

We Share the Peace of Christ 
When the time was right, God sent the Only Son, Jesus to be our Redeemer. Through the blood of his 
Cross he has reconciled all people to God’s heart of love. God invites us to be reconciled to each other 
and share in the Peace that Christ brought.  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
Greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and remember our siblings scattered across Albuquerque and 
throughout the world. 

 
Offertory Invitation 
Ascribe to the Lord the honor due God’s holy name; bring offerings and enter the courts of the Lord 
with praise and thanksgiving.  
 
Our Offerings are received as the Lord’s Table is prepared (be seated) 
We are invited to give joyfully our tithes and offerings to join in God’s unceasing mission to and through the 
Church here and beyond these 4 walls. Place your offerings in the basket in the aisle. You may also send gifts 
directly to St. Luke Lutheran Church ELCA via mail or contribute via our online giving resources on our church 
website http://stlukeabq.org/. You are also invited to give, in addition, to our December Bucket of Change 
recipient and its ministry.  The Bucket of Change recipient for December is our ELCA World Hunger Program 
[website: ELCA.org/hunger] Working with and through congregations in the U.S.A. 50 states, Puerto Rico and 
the U.S. Virgin Islands, Lutheran churches overseas and other partners, ELCA World Hunger reaches 
communities in need. 
 

Offering Meditation Anthem Of the Father’s Love Begotten 
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Offertory Prayer (in dialogue) . . . please stand 
O Lord, our Creator God, Maker and Owner of all things.  
Through your goodness you have blessed us with gifts upon gifts: 
 ourselves, our time, our talents, and our possessions.  
With them we offer ourselves to your mission  
and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have made.  
From these blessings we set the Table of your Son with bread and wine,  
signs of Jesus’ life and death.  
Feed us now with his presence from the loaf of life we break and the Cup of salvation we receive.  
In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen. 

HOLY COMMUNION  (This eucharistic prayer echoes Luke 2, John 1, and the psalms appointed for 
Christmas: 96, 97, and 98. Given the proximity of Christmas to the Northern Hemisphere’s winter solstice, it 
also prays for the coming of spring.) 

The Great Thanksgiving Prayer 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
(Preface) It is right and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere, to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. You comforted your ancient people with the promise of a 
Redeemer. Answering the prayers of thousands of generations, you sent a Redeemer, Jesus your own 
Beloved Son, to be born of a woman in human flesh as the Messiah in order to save us from the 
powers of sin and death. Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with the angels and archangels, 
with all the Hebrew people, with Luke and Matthew,  John and Isaiah, with all the Prophets, with Titus 
and Paul, and with all the company of heaven, singing together . . .  
 
(Sanctus,  Tune – “Bring a Torch Jeanette Isabella”) 

 
(Prayer and Narrative Words of Institution, continues . . . ) 
We sing a new song to you, O God of our salvation, 
for you have done marvelous things. Since the beginning of time, you have spoken your Word, 
and your light shines in our darkness. Glory to you, O God: 
Glory to you, O God. 
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Your Son rules as King in truth and justice, victorious and merciful is he! 
We praise your majesty, hidden, lying in a manger, Jesus Christ, born of Mary and lauded by angels. 
Welcomed by shepherds, bowed to by Magi. Glory to you, O God: 
Glory to you, O God. 
 
(In the 33rd year of his adult life, when the Child grew into manhood, having been betrayed by friends, rejected 
by the elders, condemned and tried unjustly, Jesus stretched out his arms in death upon the cross +, and 
offered himself, in obedience to God’s will, a perfect sacrifice as the Suffering Servant, the Lamb of Sacrifice, 
and a Ransom to deliver the whole world.)   
 
We remember now, at this Table, the events that took place after the Bethlehem Child, Jesus, had 
grown up into full adulthood to fulfill his saving mission.   
 
On the night before he died, Jesus took bread, and gave thanks, 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
The Prayer continues . . .  
Send your Spirit on us and on this meal of wonder. 
In this bread, give us the body of Christ. 
With this cup, reveal the grace of your risen Son. 
Make known to the whole earth your steadfast love. 
Glory to you, O God: 
Glory to you, O God. 
 
In these dark days, bring the dawn of your righteousness to birth. 
Hold the living and the dead in your hands. 
In your good time, awaken the sleeping animals, 
and revive the dormant plants with your life-giving Spirit. 
Glory to you, O God: 
Glory to you, O God. 
 
With trumpets and horns and harps, 
with the faithful on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we sing to your splendor, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
O God Most High, Light of the earth, and Judge of the world, 
today and forever.  
Amen and Amen. 
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Invitation to Communion 
A child has been born for us, a Son given to us. Come, receive the gift who is Jesus.  
Come to the Lord’s Table of mercy prepared with the wine and the bread.  All who are hungry and 
thirsty, come and your souls will be fed. . . . “ The body of Christ, given for you.  The blood of Christ, 
shed for you. These are the gifts of God for the people of God. Come and receive them. All are 
welcome at the Lord’s Table. All is now ready. 
 
The Distribution of Communion    

You are invited to move up the center aisle and receive bread (gluten-free bread is also 
available) from the pastor or assistant.  Go left or right. Take a cup of wine (red) or grape juice 
(white) from the tray held by the assistant. After receiving it, please walk back by the side aisle 
where you can place your empty disposable cup in the basket.  All are welcome. If you desire 
only a blessing, please do come and stand before the Pastor or minister with crossed arms to 

receive a blessing prayer and sign of the Cross.  
When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say: 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
  
Lamb of God -  Tune: “Still, Still, Still” 

 
Communion Blessing  (after all have communed, stand as you are able) 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which you have now received, together with his blessing,  
strengthen your faith, keep us in the one Faith we have confessed, and bring you to eternal Life. 
Depart from the Lord’s Table in peace and in joy. Amen. 
 

Prayer after Communion 
Incarnate God, you are among us in your Word, in Scripture story, and in Person at this table. May 
we treasure this gift and ponder in our hearts the mystery of your presence. Move us to discover the 
wonders of your love in the everyday moments of our lives, and to share that love with others. We 
ask this prayer through the Christ born anew in us this night. We pray in his most holy name. 
Amen. 
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CANDLE LIGHTING & HYMN  (WE ARE SEATED) 
A Reading from John 1 is heard. The Christ Candle shines central in our midst . . .  
Reader:  A Reading from the Gospel of John. . . “In the beginning was the Word [. . .]”  then:  
”Jesus Christ is the light of the world: A light no darkness can overcome. 
 

Hymn Silent Night 
The candles will be lighted row by row as the ushers walk down the center aisle. Once you receive the 
flame from a lighted upright candle, pass it on to your neighbor in the pew, being sure to tip only an 
UNLIGHTED candle and to keep the lighted candle upright.  During the last verse of ELW 281 Silent 
Night, we will raise our candles high. Please remain SEATED. 
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Prayer for the Light 
Let us pray. Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant 
that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the 
brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.   (Please extinguish all candles.) 
 

SENDING 
Glory to God in the Highest: 
And on earth, peace, goodwill to all. 
Let us bless the Lord: 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Prayer & Pastoral Blessing 
Now may the Peace of God, announced to the shepherds by the angels, which exceeds all we can 
understand, keep our hearts and our minds in the knowledge and the love of God, and of God’s Son 
Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord: and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son (Jesus Christ  + 
our Lord), and the Holy Spirit, be upon you now and remain with you always. Amen. 

Sending Hymn ELW 267 Joy to the World 
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Dismissal 
Christ your Savior is born! Go in peace. Proclaim the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude Carol of the Bells
 Arranged by Jason Krug 
 The Bells of St. Luke 
 

Scripture Readings for Second Sunday of Christmas: Lessons & Carols on Dec. 28, at 10:30 AM**  
Genesis 3:1-19; Isaiah 40:1-11; Luke 1:26-38; Luke 1:39-56; Luke 1:57-80; Luke 2:1-20;  

Matthew 2:1-11; Hebrews 1:1-12; John 1:1-18 
**No worship service on Saturday, Dec. 27, and Sunday, Dec. 28 at 8:15 AM 

 
Participating in Today’s Worship 

The Rev. Dr. Brad Brauer, Interim Pastor 
Music Coordinator: Danielle Cordova 

Special Music: JoAnn Rice, The Bells of St. Luke, St. Luke Sanctuary Choir 
Reader: Rebecca Weatherford 

Crucifer: Norman Stahulak  Acolyte: Colin Aaker 
Video Engineer: Pamela Franco 

Sound: Andy Hochstein 
Communion Assistants: Karen Carlson, Kaye Martin, Marina Mauney 

Ushers: Shirley Smith 
Sacristy Care: Shirley Smith 

 
Bulletin cover art: from Videobible.com (Internet site) copyright. Printed with permission. 

 
Scripture quotations are from New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of 

Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
 

All hymns and service music are reprinted and streamed by permission. OneLicense.net #A-706048; 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26484; CCLI #11505397; St James Music Press 14974. 

Reprinted / podcast / streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-706048. All rights reserved. 
 

Eucharistic Prayer from Pray, Praise, and Give Thanks: A Collection of Litanies, Laments, and Thanksgivings at Font and 
Table by Gail Ramshaw, copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  

Reproduced by permission.” 
 

St. Luke Lutheran Church 
9100 Menaul Boulevard NE, Albuquerque, NM 87112-2233 

Phone: (505) 299-2621 ☩ www.stlukeabq.org ☩ stluke@thuntek.net 
☩ The Rev. Dr. Brad Brauer, Interim Pastor ☩ 

Danielle Cordova, Coordinator of Music Ministries  
Precious Goodhart Nursery Care (Saturday) ☩ Taylor Hollowwa, Nursery Care (Sunday) 

Allie Brandt, Coordinator of Multi-Generational Ministries ☩ Pamela Franco, Media Ministry Assistant 
Michelle Barba, Business Manager ☩ Angie Miller, Church Office Manager & Ministry Assistant 
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Poinsettias are offered to the glory of god 
Jerry & Judy Aaker 

In memory of our parents 
Carol & George Allen 
To the glory of God 

D’Ann Anderson 
In memory of Les 
Betty Ann Arner 

Steve & DeAnn Eaton Azar 
In memory of Deann’s twin sister DiAnn, who was a fabulous church organist 

Betty Begeal 
In memory of Dave Begeal 

Joseph & Kathy Brem 
Lori Erven 

In loving memory of my parents, Ted & Betty Pierce 
Nancy Espy & Roman Martin 

Fidler Family 
John & Jodi Feddema 

Ginny Fisher 
In memory of Don and of Anne 

Brenda Gronewold 
In memory of Bill Gronewold 

Carrie Haugen 
In memory of Marcus Mares, Wilbur & Hazel Haugen, and Paulagene Gordon 

Hollowwa Family 
Darryl Hooper 

In memory of his father Scudder Hooper and his uncle Row 
Megan Kalm 

In memory of Marcus Mares and Inez Baker 
Denny & Nancy Krenz 

 In memory of Gene Walter and Jerry Brannon 
Judy Moore 
Daleen Olson 

In loving memory of Dale & Jane Sly; Leland & Zelma Wilder;  
William & Reta Sly; and Bruce MacDonald 

Magda Renteria 
Barb & Terry Shirrod 

In memory of our parents; and in honor of our grandsons 


