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ChrisƟans gather on Ash Wednesday to make a beginning to Lent. Lent is the 40-day season of 
spiritual renewal in preparaƟon for Easter. We remember the Hebrews’ 40 years journey from slavery 
to freedom, from bondage to Pharoah to freedom in the Promised Land in that experience we call the 
Exodus. We walk with Jesus 40 days as he makes his pilgrimage to the Cross and a bloody death by 
execuƟon in Jerusalem. We walk with him to his death on the Cross. It is our journey, too. It is a 
bapƟsmal journey. We have died with Christ in Holy BapƟsm. Going into and under the waters we 
were buried. But as He was raised, so shall our mortal bodies be raised into new life. Such a 
preparaƟon and journey exists for the sake of being ready to celebrate the good news of Jesus’ victory 
over death at Easter and the act of Renewal of the BapƟsmal Covenant promises at the Easter Vigil 
service in response to God’s grace and giŌ of new life through Jesus the Crucified and risen One. As we 
journey with Jesus, his death is a new saving “exodus” for us (like the Hebrew Exodus) and our passage 
(like the first Passover) from death into new life. 

We welcome you to today’s worship services and liturgies. You are invited to come forward to 
receive an ashen mark, in the sign of the cross +, upon your forehead or upon the back of your 
outstretched hand (a gesture rooted in the liturgy of bapƟsm where the sign of the Cross is made, 
oŌen with oil). We pair this marking with Psalms of lament and a corporate community confession of 
sin. While we mark ourselves with the ashes of our human mortality and death, we also gather to hear 
God’s promise of new life and forgiveness, and to taste God’s rich mercy and forgiveness in the bread 
of heaven and the wine of Christ’s saving meal, the Cup of SalvaƟon. From this liturgy, we go forth on 
the 40-day Lenten journey, strengthened, to the great bapƟsmal feast and joy of Easter. We return to 
God with all our heart. Let not sin keep us and God apart. While ashes tell of both death and renewal, 
the water of bapƟsm and the Word address to us in Christ’s Words & Meal tell us we are forgiven and 
loved and saved by grace through faith. Lenten liturgies begin with a confession of sin, something akin 
to a spring-Ɵme house cleaning. 

We hear the solemn proclamaƟon to “keep a fast” and stay away from food and cease (fast from) 
sinful acƟons.  From the Bible, we listen to many “fasƟng” and renewal/repentance stories in Israel’s 
history. All during Lent we will contemplate anew the ongoing meaning of our sinful Fall in the Garden 
of Eden as we wait to receive the good news of resurrecƟon and restoraƟon/reconciliaƟon with God, 
at Easter. We will focus our aƩenƟon on the peƟƟons of the Lord’s Prayer. We will sing Psalms that 
emerge out of our Wednesday night and Sunday morning lecƟonary readings. 

Wondering about Ash Wednesday’s origins? . . . As early as the 3rd century, Church father Tertullian 
(an African theologian, 160 –220 AD) menƟoned ashes as an outward sign of inward sorrow about sin 
(“repentance”) and spiritual ‘spring-Ɵme’ house-cleaning. In the 9th century the act of marking 
worshippers with ashes, together with the use of seven repentance psalms, was added to the annual 
liturgy that expelled the un-penitent worshippers from church during the season of Lent (unƟl and 
unless they were reconciled with others and forgave hurts, grudges, disputes). That day of “reading 
over these persons the burial liturgy” and expelling them came to be known as “Ash Wednesday.” By 
the 11th century, this discipline of public repentance and sorrow for sin had largely disappeared. Yet, 
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Lent was accepted by the enƟre church and conƟnued as a day to receive these ashes of our death 
(Genesis 3) and profess repentant heart-felt need for life-change at the beginning of a 40-day season. 

The spirit of Ash Wednesday is quiet and solemn; its closest parallel in Jewish liturgy being the 
solemn "Day of Atonement.”  Yet, while in Jewish liturgy the Jews wait all year long for one day to 
receive/experience/give forgiveness, ChrisƟans experience the Lord’s forgiveness daily and we hear it 
announced, as an audible word to us, and celebrated in word (edible) and meal every liturgy of Holy 
Communion. Ashes are a rich symbol rooted in ancient customs and pracƟces of grief and sorrow, 
cleansing and renewal. Ashes are symbols of God’s judgment upon sin, a sign of our human frailty and 
mortality, our humiliaƟon and broken condiƟon, and our need and repentance. We are reminded 
forcefully of the words of the funeral/burial commiƩal service at the death of a loved one: “earth to 
earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust.”   One day these words will be said over us. Ash Wednesday 
becomes a rehearsal of our dying in the context of the promise of resurrecƟon life and joy. We are 
dead to sin and buried with Christ, says St. Paul, buried by bapƟsm into death. So we have died, and 
our lives are hidden away in God. Read Romans 5 and 6 and 1 Cor. 15. We need not fear our deaths. 
Moreover, ashes suggest cleansing and renewal. Ashes were once used as a cleansing agent in the 
absence of soap. Farmers today may sƟll pracƟce the ancient custom of burning the crop residue of 
the fields in the spring in order to destroy the old and to prepare and ferƟlize the ground for the new 
seed at planƟng Ɵme. BapƟsmal faith-renewal, and teaching the basics of our doctrines, and revisiƟng 
the vocabulary of faith and the meaning of the Lord’s Prayer (from the Small Catechism and Romans 1-
8) are the primary emphases of our Lent.  

Having read these readings, Pr. Brad writes: We begin, as it were, siƫng in the dust and ashes of our 
repentance. Leƫng our foreheads be marked with the ashen smudge in the sign of the Cross, we 
acknowledge that our bodies die and we return to the earth. At the same Ɵme, the mark is the Sign of 
salvaƟon, the Cross of Jesus, indelibly placed on our foreheads the day we were bapƟzed. While the 
journey of Lent is a Ɵme for a return to God for reconciliaƟon, we know that we are already reconciled 
to our God through the Blood of Jesus the Lamb shed on Calvary. We pray that God will make our 
hearts clean. Returning to our bapƟsm and hearing there our Call, let us more intenƟonally bear the 
fruit of faith in good deeds of mercy and jusƟce in the world. 

And, of course, please remember . . . we speak no “Alleluias,” during the season.  The Church “buries” 
and banishes that word throughout the enƟre Lenten season unƟl we can speak and sing it again on 
Easter morning. 
 

 
  



4 
 

Gathering 
 
Welcome and Pastoral Introduction to the Ash Wednesday Service 
 
Gathering Hymn ELW 599, verses 1-3  Lord Jesus Think on Me 

 
 

Confession of Sin (Psalm 51:1-12) 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another. 
Silence is kept for reflecƟon. 
 

 1Have mercy on me, O God, 
 according to your steadfast love; 
 according to your abundant mercy 
 blot out my transgressions. 
 2Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 
 and cleanse me from my sin. 
 3For I know my transgressions, 
 and my sin is ever before me. 
 4Against you, you alone, have I sinned, 
 and done what is evil in your sight, 
 so that you are jusƟfied in your sentence 
 and blameless when you pass judgment. 
 

(A Ɵme of silence for confession of sins) 
 

 9Hide your face from my sins, 
 and blot out all my iniquiƟes. 
 10Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
 and put a new and right spirit within me. 
 11Do not cast me away from your presence, 
 and do not take your holy spirit from me. 
 12Restore to me the joy of your salvaƟon, 
 and sustain in me a willing spirit. 
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Kyrie ELW 152 
 

 
(AbsoluƟon and forgiveness of Sins is received in the giŌs of the Meal of Holy Communion today. There we 
receive forgiveness, new life, and salvaƟon. Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, does not desire 
the death of sinners, but rather that we may turn from our wickedness and live. Therefore we implore God to 
grant us true repentance and the Holy Spirit, so that those things may please our Lord which we do on this day, 
and that the rest of our lives may be pure and holy, that at the last we may come to our eternal joy.) 
 
 
Prayer of the Day 

Merciful and Gracious God, out of your love and mercy you breathed into dust the breath of life, 
creaƟng us to serve you and our neighbors. Call forth our prayers and acts of kindness, and strengthen 
us to face our mortality with confidence in the mercy of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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Word 
 
Old Testament Reading Genesis 2:15-17 and 3:1-15 
2: 15 The Lord God took the man, Adam, and put him in the Garden of Eden to Ɵll it and keep it. 16 And 
the Lord God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of the garden, 17 but of the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.” 

3:1  Now the serpent was more craŌy than any other wild animal that the Lord God had made. He said 
to the woman, “Did God (really) say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 2 The woman 
said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3 but God said, ‘You shall not 
eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.’ 
” 4 But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die, 5 for God knows that when you eat of it your 
eyes will be opened, and you will be “like God,” knowing good and evil.” 6 So when the woman saw 
that the tree was good for food and that it was a delight to the eyes and that the tree was to be 
desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband, who 
was with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked, 
and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves (to cover their nakedness and 
shame).  They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the Ɵme of the evening 
breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees 
of the garden. 9 But the Lord God called to the man and said to him, “Where art Thou?” 10 He said, “I 
heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” 11 He 
said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you 
not to eat?” 12 The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the 
tree, and I ate.” 13 Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The 
woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.” 14 The Lord God said to the serpent, 

“Because you have done this, 
    cursed are you among all animals 
    and among all wild creatures; 
upon your belly you shall go, 
    and dust you shall eat 
    all the days of your life. 
15 I will put enmity between you and the woman 
    and between your offspring and her children; 
“he” will strike your head (with a mortal wound), 
    as you strike his heel.” 

The Word of the Lord:  
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 42:1-6a 
Longing for God and His Help in Distress 
To the leader. A Maskil of the Korahites. 
1 As a deer longs for flowing streams, 
    so my soul longs for you, O God. 
2 My soul thirsts for God, 
    for the living God. 
When shall I come and behold 
    the face of God? 

3 My tears have been my food 
    by day and night, 
while people say to me conƟnually, 
    “Where is your God?” 
4 These things I remember, 
    as I pour out my soul: 
how I went with the throng 
    and led them in procession to the house of God, 
with glad shouts and songs of thanksgiving, 
    a mulƟtude keeping fesƟval. 
5 Why are you cast down, O my soul, 
    and why are you disquieted within me? 
Hope in God, for I shall again praise him, 
my helper 6 and my God. 
 

Epistle Reading St. Paul’s Letter to the Romans 1:18-25 

18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and injusƟce of those who by 
their injusƟce suppress the truth. 19 For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God 
has made it plain to them. 20 Ever since the creaƟon of the world God’s eternal power and divine 
nature, invisible though they are, have been seen and understood through the things God has made. 
So they are without excuse, 21 for though they knew God, they did not honor the Creator as God or 
give thanks to God, but they became fuƟle in their thinking, and their senseless hearts were 
darkened. 22 Claiming to be wise, they became fools, 23 and they exchanged the glory of the immortal 
God for images resembling a mortal human or birds or four-footed animals or repƟles.24 Therefore 
God gave them over, in the desires of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies 
among themselves. 25 They exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the 
creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever!  

The Word of the Lord:  
Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn ELW 592 Just As I Am 

 
 

Gospel Reading Matthew 5:43-6:6 and 6:16-21 
A reading from the holy gospel according to St. MaƩhew, the 5th and 6th chapters. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus commends almsgiving, prayer, and fasƟng, but emphasizes that spiritual devoƟon 
must not be done for show. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate 
your enemy.’ 44 But I say to you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 so that 
you may be children of your Father in heaven, for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good 
and sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous. 46 For if you love those who love you, what 
reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 47 And if you greet only your 
brothers and sisters, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the GenƟles do the 
same? 48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.6:1 1 “Beware of pracƟcing your 
righteousness before others in order to be seen by them, for then you have no reward from your 
Father in heaven.2 “So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites 
do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they 
have received their reward. 3 But when you give alms, do not let your leŌ hand know what your right 
hand is doing, 4 so that your alms may be done in secret, and your Father who sees in secret will 
reward you. 5 “And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to stand and pray 
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in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they 
have received their reward. 6 But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to 
your Father who is in secret, and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.16 “And whenever you 
fast, do not look somber, like the hypocrites, for they mark their faces to show others that they are 
fasƟng. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 17 But when you fast, put oil on your head and 
wash your face, 18 so that your fasƟng may be seen not by others but by your Father who is in secret, 
and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.  19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on 
earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal, 20 but store up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not 
break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ! 

 
Pastoral Meditation Pastor Brad Brauer 

“Humpty-Dumpty” 

Hymn ELW 611 I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say 
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Intercessions 
Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

God of our journeys, we pray for the church as the season of Lent begins. Guide your people in 
spiritual practices and preparation for baptism. Strengthen communities of faith in discipleship and 
witness for the sake of the gospel. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 

God of creation, we pray for the earth. As you once brought forth life from the dust, breathe healing 
and renewal into all places where ecosystems are stretched and strained. Nurture organic cycles of 
life, death, and rebirth. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 

God of the nations, we pray for an end to wars and occupations that reduce communities to ash. Turn 
leaders away from fearful decision-making, and lead all people into the justice and compassion of 
your reign. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 

God of the suffering, we pray for all who live with any pain (especially). Comfort people living with 
chronic or terminal illnesses, addictions, or anxiety. Grant that all who dwell in the dust of grief may 
know your presence there. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 

God of community, we pray for those who accompany the dying: for first responders, health care and 
hospice workers, chaplains, and those who facilitate burials of the dead. Sustain them as they serve 
their neighbors in life and death with dignity and care. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

God of the cross, we give thanks for those who have completed their lives on earth and have returned 
to you. Strengthen us with the promise that within the ashes of death are the seeds of resurrection 
life. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 

Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your love, in the name of Jesus, 
who leads us from death to life.  Amen. 
 
 

Imposition of ashes 
You are invited to come forward to receive the ashes on your  

forehead. The pastor or assistant will say:  
Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. Repent and 

believe in the Gospel. 
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Echo Chant Christ Be With Me (sung as ashes are received) 

 
 

AŌer all have been marked with the cross, we pray: 

 
Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvaƟon, 
that we may show forth your glory in the world. 
By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior, 
bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrecƟon. 
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in 
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 
 
 

Offering 
We are invited to give joyfully our Ɵthes and offerings to join in God’s unceasing mission to and 
through the Church. Place your offerings in the basket in the aisle. You may also send giŌs directly to 
St. Luke via mail or contribute via our online giving resources on our church website 
hƩp://stlukeabq.org/.   
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MEAL 

Offertory I Want Jesus to Walk With Me 
 arr. Jason Krug 
 The Bells of St. Luke 
Offering Prayer 
 
Merciful God, 
we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our selves, our Ɵme, and our 
possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for 
us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
Holy Communion 
 

Dialogue 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
LiŌ up your hearts. 
We liŌ them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

The Preface 
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all Ɵmes and in all places offer thanks and praise to 
you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty yet gracious God through Christ our Lord. You bid your people 
cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the Easter feast. Renew our zeal in faith and life, and 
bring us to the fullness of grace that belongs to your children . And so, with the Church on earth and 
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending joy: 
 
Sanctus (spoken) 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving Prayer (continued) 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
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(We remember now how . . . ) 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, aŌer supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrecƟon, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
Pour out your Holy Spirit, 
that by this Holy Communion we may know 
the unity we share with all your people 
in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 
Save us from the Ɵme of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
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Invitation to Communion 
Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness. 

The Distribution of Communion  
You are invited to move up the center aisle and receive bread (gluten-free bread is 
also available) from the pastor or communion assistant. Take a cup of wine (red) or 
grape juice (white) from the tray held by the assistant. AŌer receiving it, please walk 
back by the side aisle where you can place your empty disposable cup in the basket. 
 
The body of Christ, given for you; 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 
Agnus Dei  ELW 199 

 

Sending 
Communion Blessing 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer after Communion 
Let us pray. 
Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant that we 
who have received the Sacrament of his body and blood may abide in him and he in us, that we may 
be filled with the power of his endless life, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Benediction 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Dismissal 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Please exit the service in silence. 



       
 

Participating in Today’s Worship: 
Pastor Brad Brauer 

Pianist: Danielle Cordova 
Vocalist: Ginny Fisher 

Special Music: The Bells of St. Luke 
Readers: Diana Everett 
Sound: Andy Hochstein 

Usher: Diane Quarles, Shirley Smith 
Communion Assistant: Diane Quarles, Shirley Smith 

Sacristy Care for Holy Communion: Shirley Smith 
 

Pastoral Care: Call the church office  
 
 

"The Ash Wednesday banner was created by St. Luke church's very own children and youth at the Lenten Fair as an 
interactive prayer. Children and youth used paint and brush to create an ashen cross. They reflected on God's mercy 

thanking the Lord for unconditional forgiveness and fresh starts."  
– Allie Brandt, Multigenerational Ministries Coordinator 

 
Scripture quotaƟons are from New Revised Standard Version Updated EdiƟon. Copyright © 2021 NaƟonal Council of 

Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
All hymns and service music are reprinted and streamed by permission. OneLicense.net #A-706048; 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26484; CCLI #11505397; St James Music Press 14974. 

Reprinted / podcast / streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-706048. All rights reserved. 
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